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GOVERNOR DAVIS ISSUES EXECUTIVE ORDER
TO HELP FIRE VICTIMS SECURE GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE

SACRAMENTO – Governor Gray Davis today issued an Executive Order to
immediately establish one-stop emergency assistance centers for Californians who have
lost homes and property in Los Angeles, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura
counties. The Office of Emergency Services (OES) will assist local governments in
establishing the centers during the next few days.

“The last thing that families and business owners need is to deal with an uncaring
bureaucracy,” said Gov. Davis. “We are cutting through red tape to ensure that families
and businesses affected by these wildfires quickly get the help they need. These local
centers will offer the full range of services that government can provide in one place.”

Representatives from the Governor’s Office, Federal Emergency Management Agency,
the California Conservation Corps, the California Departments of Health Services,
Mental Health, Social Services, Consumer Affairs, Employment Development, Highway
Patrol, Forestry and Fire Protection, Veterans Affairs, Aging, Transportation, Insurance,
and the Franchise Tax Board will staff the centers. They will be operated by the Office of
Emergency Services to coordinate emergency assistance and related programs offered by
all relevant federal, state, and local agencies.

In addition, the Governor’s order urges the Franchise Tax Board to suspend all tax
billings, notices, audit correspondence, and proposed assessments bound for taxpayers in
the affected Southern California counties. It also requests that the Board of Equalization
expedite its process for providing filing extensions and relief from tax penalties for fire
victims.

The Executive Order also lifts the Governor’s hiring freeze for positions that will directly
provide disaster relief.
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